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INFRASTRUCTURE AUSTRALIA — GOVERNMENT’S PRIORITIES 

Grievance 
MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [9.42 am]: My grievance is to the state government, and on this occasion the 
government is addressed through the Minister for Regional Development. It is in reference to the Infrastructure 
Australia submission that was detailed to the house last Wednesday by the Premier. It was explained that the 
government had put in a further submission for the further round of funding and that six items of priority were 
identified. The first was the road system around Perth Airport. The second was the Pilbara, and I will speak more 
about that in a moment. The third, of course, was Point Torment in Derby. The fourth was where the government 
wants to put a powerline—between Eneabba and Moonyoonooka. That is all very well and good. The grain 
industry is in the priority list. Then finally in the list is the reference to expenditure on Port Hedland port. 

The day following the Premier’s announcement about the further submission, a question without notice was 
asked of the Minister for Transport about the work being done on the case for enhancing Port Hedland port. The 
summary of the answer that came back from Hon Simon O’Brien, the transport minister—this was a couple of 
weeks after the submission had gone in—was that no business case had been developed and that the proposed 
channel width and depth had yet to be determined as part of the business case investigations. The answer was a 
three-part answer. It basically highlighted the fact that the government had whacked in as the sixth point in the 
submission to the commonwealth a submission that had no detail, no business case, no supporting argument and 
clearly no seriousness. 

There are people in the iron ore industry and in the region who know of the challenges at ports in the Pilbara. 
They know that they are challenges that deserve to be treated more seriously than just whacking into the case 
before the commonwealth a footnote on the major port of Western Australia, without supplying a business 
case—not even preparing one—and leaving the federal government with these other priorities.  

Missing from the submission to the federal government was a submission for a much-needed Pilbara power grid. 
It seems to be missing from that list principally because of the government’s preoccupation with gaining political 
kudos for itself. It has dismissed wonderful and cogent arguments that were put by the previous Labor 
government, which was building a case for a Pilbara power grid, which is needed in the region. It is clear right 
now that the state government recognises, for instance, that there is a need for additional power production in the 
Pilbara. The Minister for Lands has, to his great shame, allowed land to be leased to Griffin at Boodarie for a 
coal-fired power station near Port Hedland in the Pilbara. The last thing that the Pilbara needs, with an air shed 
that is already facing a range of complexities, is the importation of coal to generate self-evident power needs. 
This is against the backdrop of a detailed case that was developed within Horizon Power for the need to 
interconnect the grids, to integrate hybrid systems, to secure the solid work in the business case that was done for 
geothermal power production in the area between Onslow and Karratha, and to link up the inland hybrid power 
production capacities at places such as Marble Bar and Nullagine. The business case was to expand those 
projects so that communities—particularly inland communities that are suffering the ups and downs of power 
supply outages—are not left stranded without resources because of the absence of this grid. The government has 
not shown to people in the Pilbara its seriousness in hardening that network and securing an opportunity for the 
region to take its place in this nation so that it can continue to drive the economy not only of the Pilbara, but also 
of Western Australia and Australia. Serious work is clearly missing from the submission that has gone into the 
federal government’s Infrastructure Australia project. It is incumbent upon the government, and I call upon the 
government, to set aside politics on this issue. I urge the government to go in there, do the hard work and revise 
the submission to the national government and give priority to the Pilbara power grid. 

As well as that, I welcome the fact that the Pilbara has been put in the submission as a priority, but as number 
two, unfortunately. It is odd, however, that it appears that details are missing from the submission. There are four 
points of priority. One is for airport upgrades, which are yet to be detailed, and I would be interested to hear 
eventually from the government what they are. Another is waste water services. This puzzles me greatly. The 
state government, having taken away funds from the Pilbara and the Town of Port Hedland for the infill 
sewerage project, which was previously funded, now expects the commonwealth to come in and deliver infill 
sewerage to Port Hedland. Port Hedland is a newly award-winning town; it won the Tidy Towns competition. 
However, it runs the risk of its sewage spewing through the streets, as previously happened, because this 
government has taken away the necessary infill sewerage project that was aimed at protecting the streets of Port 
Hedland. It has become the Tidy Town of Western Australia only to the extent that we have been able to keep 
the overloaded sewers from spewing their grief into the streets. There are details missing in the public 
announcement of this submission. But what is worse is that a pathetic submission was put in for funding for the 
Port Hedland Port Authority, and a more detailed case already available to the government for the Pilbara power 
grid was ignored.  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 26 November 2009] 

 p9961b-9963a 
Mr Tom Stephens; Mr Brendon Grylls 

 [2] 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [9.49 am]: I thank the 
member for Pilbara for the grievance. I understand he wished to grieve to the Premier, but the Premier is absent 
from Parliament this morning. Therefore, it is my job to respond to the grievance. 

Interestingly, the member for Pilbara noted a very strong focus on the Pilbara in the Infrastructure Australia 
submission. Although he is grieving about what he thinks could also be added, I think that he does at least 
recognise that of the seven projects put forward by Western Australia to the commonwealth for Infrastructure 
Australia funding, two are focused very strongly on his electorate. Not only is there a strong focus in the 
Infrastructure Australia submissions on the seats of Pilbara and North West, but also the state has already 
announced substantial funding through the state government budget for the infrastructure and development needs 
of the Pilbara. I am very supportive of that. It is probably 10 years late. We are probably now trying, after the 
horse has bolted, to catch it and harness it. Nevertheless, we were not in government when that gate was left 
open. Our job now is to move forward, and I am very excited about the prospect of further partnership with the 
federal government to build on the good work that we are already doing in the Pilbara. 

The member for Pilbara talked about the Port Hedland inner-harbour capacity enhancement. It is obviously in the 
top seven infrastructure projects put forward by the state. Port Hedland port is the largest throughput port in 
Australia. In 2008-09, it had 159 million tonnes of throughput. If members look closely at the expansion 
proposals of BHP Billiton, Fortescue Metals Group and the new smaller companies that are coming forward, 
they will see that there is an opportunity to improve the growth of the Port Hedland port. I know that with Andre 
Bush, the Port Hedland Port Authority boss, being part of the Pilbara Development Commission, its expansion 
plans are very much on track. The Utah Point project is already underway, and that is another important 
expansion. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: Why is no business case available for that? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Member, as I said, I was handed this grievance this morning. I do not have the business case 
that the member requests. I am sure that that information can be — 

Mr T.G. Stephens: No, there isn’t one. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am sure that the Department of State Development, in putting forward this submission to 
Infrastructure Australia, will make sure that the required work is done. The interesting thing is that we have 
money on the table to develop the Pilbara. The fact that the state government is committing to the Pilbara will 
encourage Infrastructure Australia to want to partner on the project. 

I turn the member for Pilbara’s attention to the Kimberley, where the state government has committed to the Ord 
expansion. The Prime Minister, on visiting Kununurra and seeing the fantastic potential there, agreed that the 
commonwealth should also commit to the expansion. The commonwealth’s $200 million was put on the table for 
that project. Then Gary Gray, the Parliamentary Secretary for Western and Northern Australia, and I set about 
the task of scoping out that project and doing the work to bring the project to fruition. I will be very excited to be 
in Kununurra on Sunday and Monday next week as we meet another milestone in that project. 

All I can say to the member for Pilbara is that I accept his criticism. It is good criticism for him to be delivering. 
It is good to have the member’s electorate as the key priority of the state moving forward. We know that work 
needs to be done in the Pilbara to facilitate the expansion plans of our major resource companies, and that work 
is being done. As well as looking at the hard infrastructure—that is, the ports—we are also looking at the 
community infrastructure, such as housing and amenities, and a complete rebuild of South Hedland. The member 
for Pilbara will join with us tomorrow for the sod turning for that project. Although the member for Pilbara has 
criticised what is happening, I would much rather have my projects on the list than not on the list. The member’s 
priority projects are on the list, and we will make sure that those projects are progressed. 

The member also spoke about the integrated power grid. There have been several debates in this Parliament 
about the integrated power grid. I will paraphrase the comments that the Premier has made previously. He 
believes that the industry will progress towards achieving the integrated grid that the member wishes to see. That 
is why that is not listed as a priority for Infrastructure Australia. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: What about the Oakajee port? The private sector could do that. It has agreed to do it. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Member for Armadale, it is the member for Pilbara’s grievance. He is grieving that of the 
seven projects that have been put forward, only two were focused on the Pilbara. It is fair enough for him to 
grieve about that. The role of the local member is to continue to put forward his concerns. At the moment, as I 
see the infrastructure requirements in the Pilbara, water infrastructure is probably the most pressing to allow us 
to pursue our vision of improving the amenities for the population of the Pilbara. Government will continue to 
work closely with the agencies responsible in Western Australia, as well as with the commonwealth. 
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I say in closing that the infrastructure requirements of the Pilbara are greater than the ability of the state 
government to afford. We need a partnership with the commonwealth to bring those infrastructure bills to reality. 
I am very confident that, with the signing up to the Gorgon project on Barrow Island and other expansions that 
are taking place, the commonwealth government, the Prime Minister and Gary Gray will look to Western 
Australia to drive the Australian economy into the future. If the Western Australian government can partner with 
the commonwealth government to deliver that outcome, the Pilbara will in future years take its place as a great 
part of Western Australia and Australia. 
 


